Contents

Foreword by Kalyanakrishnan Sivaramakrishnan
Acknowledgements
Abbreviations and Acronyms

Introduction
Dantiela Berti, Gilles Tarabout, and Rapha#l Voix

Section I Secular Issues and Court Practice

1.

Birth vs Merit: Kerala’s Temple Priests and the Courts
Gilles Tarabout

National Gods at Court: Secularism and the Judiciary
in Nepal
Chiara Letizia

Section Il Gods’ Affairs

3.

Plaintiff Deities: Ritual Honours as Fundamental
Rights in India
Daniela Berti

Celibate Gods and ‘Essential Practices’ Jurisprudence
at Sabarimala, 1991-2011
Deepa Das Acevedo

Slaves and Sons: The Court Dynamics of a Religious )
Dispute in South India /
Ute Hiisken

vii
Xi
Xiii

XV

34

71

101

124



vi| Contents

Section II1  Ascetics and the Law

6. The Legal Making of a 'Hindu Sect”: Understanding

the Tandava Case in its Context 149
Raphaél Voix

7. British Justice and the Lustful Mahant 197
France Bhattacharya

8. “This Land is Mine’: Mahants, Civil Law, and Political
Articulations of Hinduism in Twentieth Century
North India 230
Malavika Kasturi

9. Claiming Religious Rights from a Secular Power: Judgment
Regarding the Rules of Succession to the Position of
Shebait in a North Indian Temple 260
Catherine Clémentin-Ojha

Section IV Personal Law: Twists and Turns

10. Recent Changes in Case Law Concerning Hindu Marriage 285
Jean-Louis Halpérin

11.  Unfair Advantage? Polygyny and Adultery in Indian

Personal Law 301
Srimati Basu
Index of Cases 325
List of Archives 332
Subject Index 338

About the Editors and Contributors 355



