The purpose of the Annual Review of
the Sociology of Religion (ARSR) is to
investigate the “new” role of religion

in the contemporary world, which is
characterized by cultural pluralism and
religious individualism.

It is the aim of the ARSR to combine

different methods within the social scientific
study of religion. The ARSR employs an
interdisciplinary and comparative approach at
an international level, to describe and interpret
the complexity of religious phenomena within
different geopolitical situations, highlighting
similarities and discontinuities. Dealing with

a single theme in each volume, the ARSR
intends to tackle the relationship between the
practices and the dynamics of everyday life
and the different religions and spiritualities,
within the framework of the post-secular
society. All contributions are welcome, both
those studying organizational aspects and
those exploring individual religiosity.

In contrast with the growing belief in society
that traditional religious institutions are

losing credibility, there has been renewed
interest in monasteries going beyond what

is strictly defined as religious. There are, for
example, increasingly numerous requests

for cooking and gardening courses as well

as guided tours in monasteries, the appeal

of monastic products and media interest in
the subject. In parallel with a strong crisis in
its recruitment, monasticism in the Western
world is experiencing a period of innovation
and experiment accompanied by unexpected
popularity, as is evidenced by numerous films
and publications. We hope that this book will
deepen the understanding of the specificity of
monastic life in the in the contemporary world,
in a religious area, and from a sociological
point of view.



