
Visions of Culture

An Introduction to
Anthropological Theories and Theorists

Jerry D. Moore

P R E S S

A Division of Sage Publications, Inc.
Walnut Creek • London • New Delhi



Table of Contents

Acknowledgments

Introduction What's the Point?

Part One Founders
Chapter 1 Edward Tylor: The Evolution of Culture
Chapter 2 Lewis Henry Morgan: The Evolution of Society
Chapter 3 Franz Boas: Culture in Context
Chapter 4 Emile Durkheim: The Organic Society

15
17
29
42
53

Part Two The Nature of Culture 65
Chapter 5 Alfred Kroeber: Configurations of Culture 69
Chapter 6 Ruth Benedict: Patterns of Culture 79
Chapter 7 Edward Sapir: Culture, Language and the Individual 88
Chapter 8 Margaret Mead: The Individual and Culture 101

Part Three The Nature of Society
Chapter 9 Marcel Mauss: Elemental Categories, Total Facts
Chapter 10 Bronislaw Malinowski: The Functions of Culture
Chapter 11 A. R. Radcliffe-Brown: The Structures of Society
Chapter 12 Edward Evans-Pritchard: Social Anthropology,

Social History

113
117
128
140

152



Part Four Evolutionary, Adaptationist. and Materialist Theories 165
Chapter 13 Leslie White: Evolution Emergent 169
Chapter 14 Julian Steward: Cultural Ecology and

Multilinear Evolution 181
Chapter 15 Marvin Harris: Cultural Materialism 190
Chapter 16 Eleanor Burke Leacock: Feminism, Marxism, and History 201

Part Five Structures, Symbols, and Meanings
Chapter 17 Claude Levi-Strauss: Structuralism
Chapter 18 Victor Turner: Symbols, Pilgrims and Drama
Chapter 19 Clifford Geertz: An Interpretive Anthropology
Chapter 20 Mary Douglas: Symbols and Structures,

Pollution and Purity
Chapter 21 James Fernandez: The Play of Tropes

211
215
228
238

248
261

Postscript Current Controversies

Index

About the Author

271

277

283


